
Encouraging the exploi-
tation of children, using
wood from the Amazon
Rainforest without reforest-
ing afterwards, getting rich
on paying minimum wages,
not assuming responsibility
for polluting production
processes and investing in
arms industries are no longer
a guarantee of business.
Since vast information has
been made available to con-
sumers on the origins and
processes of products and
companies, multinationals
and firms that do no guaran-
tee decent working condi-
tions for their workers and en-
vironmental-friendly pro-
duction and do not act re-
sponsibly in their invest-

Ethical consumption is putting the capitalist
production model and way of life in crisis

Consumers are starting to become aware of their power. Every day, more and more
people actively opt for an ecologically prudent and socially just lifestyle, conse-

quently exposing a model in which economy is focused on accumulation and unlim-
ited consumption in the regulation-free market.

ments are becoming increas-
ingly boycotted.

In this way, by drawing at-
tention to the ethics of com-
panies and supporting those
that show socially and envi-
ronmentally responsible at-
titudes, citizens (through
thousands of local and inter-
national networks of con-
sumers, manufacturers and
collaborators) are transform-
ing the production system
and consequently a way of
living, stimulating an
economy at the service of
people and social solidarity.

However, not only citi-
zens and social movements
are the protagonists of this
change. A new sustainable
consumption model is also
being created through gov-
ernments. To face up to the

deregulation that comes
from international institu-
tions like the WTO, more
than 30 countries are imple-
menting the Guidelines for
Consumer Protection, ap-
proved by the UN eight years
ago (1999). Furthermore,
countries like Brazil,

Corresponsal

SATURDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER 2007

Senegal, Switzerland or
France already apply social
and environmental criteria to
products and services im-
ported into the national mar-
ket and encourage, through
public policies, socially and
ecologically sustainable
networks and initiatives.

News item 6 inspired by the Proposals Booklet: Ethical consumption,
coordinated by Flávia Soares and Nelson Diehl
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