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Denmark to implement a
sustainable industrial system
A new interministerial body will be in charge of  the future indus-

trial ecosystem and will have integrated control of
water, air, soil or waste problems

Near to Lake Tissot, for years the largest Danish oil
refinery has been emitting gases, steam and water that are
not dispersed into the natural surroundings. Instead, they
are recovered by a major electric power plant a few hundred
yards away. This plant produces steam for an enzyme and
plaster production centre that sells its raw materials to a wall
panelling manufacturer. Agricultural greenhouses, an aquac-
ulture farm, a sulphuric acid factory and the nearby city of
Kalundborg also make use of the by-products that they buy
from this industrial estate, thanks to a transmission grid.

Now that several experiences of this kind have been
established in the country, and their efficacy has been proven,
the Danish government has reached an agreement with the
country’s industries with the support of  a group of  ecologi-
cal scientists, and yesterday it approved the creation of an

interministerial body to control the so-called eco-restructuring
of the industrial system.

Like natural ecosystems, the government will make sure
that everything from agriculture and industry to tourism and
services will develop towards an operating mode that is com-
patible with the biosphere and sustainable in the long term.
New policies will be aimed at optimising the use of resources,
closing material cycles (recovering and revaluating what has up
to now been classified as waste), and minimising atmospheric
emissions, dematerialising activities (reducing the resources
required and obtaining equivalent results) and, finally, reducing
dependence on non-renewable sources of energy.

Based on these four aspects, the new body will take inte-
grated control of water, air, soil or waste problems, defining
new national indicators that will not only take monetary flows
into account, but will also give full consideration to material
and energy flows and reserves, as the basis of  the nation’s
wealth.
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