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Technology, of increasing importance in the economic
sphere, has not only brought progress, but it has also created
risks for traditional economic models and for society in
general. It represents great advances, but it also increases
inequality, particularly in so-called poor countries (“digital
divide”), and also between the North and the South (depen-
dence linked to intellectual property, cultural homogenisation,
the brain drain), and it represents a dramatic destructuring of
family economy.

In a globalised world, each society has to decide the ideal
use for these technologies and prepare strategic plans that
allow them to make the most of their positive aspects and
limit their negative impact. But to do this, they need to have
the right information and the advice of consultants with a
global perspective.

To satisfy this need, an international multidisciplinary body
was created yesterday by the world community. Technology
specialists, sociologists, economists, educators, lawyers and
professionals from other fields will form part of  the Tech-
nology Consultancy Group (TCG), which will regularly as-
sess the impact of the new technologies, on an international
and national scale, on different aspects of our lives, affecting
the public powers and society in general, and provide an
advisory service governments (particularly in Southern coun-
tries).

In each country or region, there will be a similar local
group which, working together with the TCG, will assess all
the technology selected, using the processes developed by
the international group and adapting them to local needs and
priorities.

Saturday, 29 October,  2005

The Technology Consultancy Group will
make sure that technological advances
make a real contribution to development

Within the international advisory group, there are also the
so-called anti-corruption groups, to promote technological
solutions that guarantee transparency in public services, es-
pecially in developing countries. At the same time, these
groups will encourage local NGOs to increase awareness of
these issues. With special attention paid to these countries,
they will be promoting the creation of regional networks to
exchange know-how, for example between small and me-
dium-sized enterprises and research centres.
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