
NEW YORK - Following the
fourth ministerial conference of
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) celebrated in Doha
(Qatar) at the end of 2001 con-
firming this organisation’s
ultraliberal logic and the pre-
eminence of the trade right over
human, social, cultural and en-
vironmental rights, social move-
ments have become more in-
tense and achieved what they
hope will be a first step in the
creation of a multilateral trade
system at the service of all man-
kind.

From March, the so-called
Committee of Experts, a small
group of independent experts,
will carry out an audit of the new
global balance, to evaluate the

decisions taken under the aus-
pices of the WTO and the im-
pact involved in applying them.
Inspection will take place with
the full participation of civil so-
ciety.

The results of the analysis
will not be mere recommenda-
tions. Thanks to a political pact,
created a result of pressure from
numerous countries (especially
India, Malaysia and Egypt), a
new round of WTO negotiations
will take place to consider the
evaluation’s results. This will
undoubtedly favour those so-
called developing countries who
will be able rebalance their role
in the organisation.

Whilst the audit it being pre-
pared, civil society representa-
tives and experts have also de-
manded a moratorium on any
new trade deregulation as an

absolute condition and have an-
nounced the need to apply a se-
ries of reforms so make the
organisation’s regulations more
transparent, democratic and fair.
Furthermore, they defend the
creation of a world arbitration
body, under the protection of the
UN, to settle conflicts between
different international decisions.

In this way, civil society con-
solidates itself as a decisive ac-
tor in the creation of a new glo-
bal governance that, besides
trade, includes a lot more other
aspects like the environment,
work, the struggle against pov-
erty, schooling, conflict preven-
tion, justice …in the construc-
tion of a new planet which is
interdependent but balanced,
united and sustainable.
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A moratorium on new trade decisions is established and
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