
WORLD SUMMIT ON THE
INFORMATION SOCIETY

United Nations Declares ICT a Good of Public Interest

Corresponsal

A selection of interna-
tional political representa-
tives, technical engineers and
representatives of civil soci-
ety came together in Geneva
this week, as part of the World
Summit on the Information
Society.  Organised by the
United Nations, the Summit
will adopt an international
action plan that addresses the
development of information
and communication technolo-
gies (ICT) to serve all members
of society.

As ICT are not subject to

market law, both the World
Declaration on ICT and the
creation of an action plan for
the coming years are directed
toward the public manage-
ment of this new technolo-
gies.

International control will
ease the battle toward narrow-
ing what is known as the
“Digital Divide”, or the gap
in the rate of ICT development
in the North and South. It will
also regulate the provision of
universal access, and link this
access with activities of gen-
eral interest.

Infrastructures
in the South will

be improved
One main aim of the Sum-

mit is the approval of an ac-
tion plan for telecommunica-
tions infrastructures in the
South. The first step in the
plan is to simplify access to
the telephone network. As
the plan was conceived as an
incentive of international
solidarity, it will be financed
through a fund originating in
the North (which includes,
among other sources, profits
coming from new information
technology in Southern sub-
sidiaries of companies lo-
cated in the North).

The representative from
Senegal pointed out that
with this agreement created
by the international commu-
nity, together with the pro-
motion of local multi-media
applications and content
that is being developed by
various African countries,
and the progressive integra-
tion of Africa in the manage-
ment of the Internet (through
the creation of AFRINIC), a
crucial step is being taken
toward the neutralisation of
the “Digital Divide”.

The agreement considers
all fields: besides recog-
nising the central role of the
states and the new coopera-
tions in the technological
and business sector, it also
recognises the need to ensure
proper training for the use of
the technologies and univer-
sal access to the knowledge
society.

Finally, the agreement
considers a series of measures
to develop a more participa-
tory democracy that encour-
ages civil and social innova-
tion through ICT.

North America: Pioneer of Digital Democracy
Both Canada and the

United States already re-
gard the Internet as a com-
munication service of
public utility. They also
recognise as essential ser-
vices considerations such
as: public access to technol-
ogy and to the Internet, ap-
propriate training for their
proper use, and a guarantee
that Internet content is var-
ied and appropriate to the
diverse needs and ambi-
tions of society.

In recognition of the role
that the associative environ-
ment and the community
play in the democratisation
of the Information Society, fi-
nancing for public projects
and initiatives that target pub-
lic control of information and
communication technolo-
gies has been introduced.
Consultation mechanisms to
establish new policies in this
field that meet society needs
have also been initiated.

The era of cyber-democ-

racy and cyber-manage-
ment is well under-way,
based on active participa-
tion in discussion, and de-
cision-making in both pub-
lic areas at the heart of civil
society, and the political
arena.

A new use of ICT that
reaches beyond the state
and the economic market
will permit the advance-
ment of a truer form of de-
mocracy and greater social
cohesion.
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