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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2003

Austral forests to be an
international protected area

YESTERDAY, after
long years of work by
non-governmental en-
vironmental orga-
nisations from all over
the world and the
people who live in
these regions, the cre-
ation of the Intercon-
tinental Sanctuary of
Native Forests of the
South was finally ap-
proved.

This implies finally
giving protected sta-
tus to the southern-
most natural forests

on the planet, which
will preserve large
natural extensions to
the south of the 40
parallel, in Argentina,
Chile, Australia and
New Zealand. This
forest preservation
project is directly re-
lated to the ocean sanc-
tuary for the protec-
tion of whales, created
a few years ago by
most countries in the
world to the south of
the same parallel.

The aim of this in-
ternational protected
area is to preserve the

enormous biological
riches that subsist in
these fragile ecosys-
tems in the southern
hemisphere, maintain-
ing them for future
generations, in spite of
the excessive forest ex-
ploitation that attacked
them throughout the
last century.

There is no doubt
that this great step for-
ward aimed at safe-
guarding our primitive
forests will be a signifi-
cant precedent for the
creation of the highly
demanded Equatorial

Sanctuary: a world belt
preserving the cultural
and biological diver-
sity of the 0 parallel,
including parts of Latin
America, Africa and
Asia.

These are measures
aimed at moving to-
wards a forestry
moratorium to ensure
the protection of all
primitive forests and
their autochthonous
populations, as well
as permitting the sus-
tainable management
of forests considered
secondary.

News item 17 inspired by the Proposals Booklet: Sustainable forest management, coordinated by
Luis Felipe Cesar and Isabel de Andrade Pinto
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