THE STATEMENTPRIVATE 

of the Asian Meeting

Beijing, China

6 ‑ 8 February 1995

The Asian meeting has been the first of four continental meetings related to the United Nations Social Summit at Copenhagen (March 1995). This meetings are been organized by The Yanjing Group (Beijing, 6-7 February), IBASE (Rio do Janeiro, 13-14 February), Europe 99 (Paris, 16-17 February) and the Southern African Development Education Programme -SADEP- (Cape Town, 20-21 February) with the support of the Fondation pour le Progrès de l'Homme and other institutions. A round table meeting has been held at Copenhagen on 6 and 7 March.

This initiative constitutes a step towards the progressive construction of world citizenship. It seeks to build the «alliance for a responsible and  united world »

Statement:
« The Asian meeting, related to the UN Social Summit, has been organized by the Yanjing Group (China), the Research Centre for Eco‑Environmental Sciences (China) and the Fondation  pour le Progrès de l'Homme (FPH, France).

1. Social Development in Asia
Representatives from 11 countries and regions discussed problems, shared experiences and raised proposals related to social development in Asia.

Asia is now demonstrating the fastest economic growth in the world. Rapid social change and structural transformation are in progress which can make or break the future of  global development.

We believe that the following statements are representative of the voice of civil society in Asia. It will be a positive influence on the actual development of Asian countries as well as the rest of the world.

2. Problems
Human beings are faced with many serious social problems in the contemporary world; so serious that global sustainable development will not be possible without the resolution of these problems. Asia is also involved in the dilemma between economic growth and social development, which is linked with the problems of the world.


2.1 Problems common to Asia 
Some Asian countries have achieved rapid economic growth rate. However, this kind of economic growth is at the expense of natural resources, environmental quality, social justice, integration, native cultural values and so on.

We consider that Asian countries are faced with the following common problems: 

    ‑ population growth, rapid urbanization and depletion of natural resources

    ‑ the imitation of western consumerism

    ‑ environmental degradation

    ‑ widening gap between rich and poor

    ‑ social inequality

    ‑ inefficient governmental administration and corruption

    ‑ changing of cultural values (encroached cultural tradition)

    ‑ violation of social rights of some groups, such as women, children, ethnic minorities

    ‑ prostitution problems

    ‑ inordinate proportion of resources used for military purposes


2.2 Special and urgent problems to different Asian areas
    ‑‑East Asia

      ‑ environmental degradation

      ‑ corruption

      ‑ employment problems

    ‑‑South Asia

      ‑ poverty

      ‑ landlessness and food insecurity

      ‑ population growth

    ‑‑South‑East Asia

      ‑ loss and misuse of agricultural lands

      ‑ rapid rural to urban migration

      ‑ worsening distribution of income and assets, and access to resources

3. Experiences

3.1 The roles of traditional culture in social development process should be 


respected and promoted in the following areas:


      ‑ social security pattern


      ‑ human resources development


      ‑ inter‑personal relationship


      ‑ management style


      ‑ social integration


      ‑ family stability and values


3.2 The roles of government in social development process are particularly 


important in:

      ‑ working out strategy and plan for social development through social mobilization 

by powerful government in pace with the economic growth


      ‑ building social policies, such as population, public health, and educational system

4. Proposals
4.1 Transformation of government functions (to give more attention to social 
development field)

      ‑ accountability and transparency in government administration

      ‑ promote institutionalization and improve law and regulation systems

      ‑ increase and improve opportunities for total livelihood

      ‑ reduce the gap between rich and poor

      ‑ eliminate corruption

      ‑ improve formal, informal and civic education

      ‑ eradicate poverty

      ‑ political, economic, and technological decentralization

      ‑ greater civil society participation

4.2 Pursue combination between tradition and modernization
      ‑ advocate the harmony of inter‑personal relationship and social morality

      ‑ construct the appropriate consumption pattern

      ‑ rebuild family solidarity and community bonds

4.3 Sustainable development (economic growth without environmental 

degradation)
      ‑ control environmental degradation

      ‑ protection, restoration, and efficient usage of natural resources

      ‑ promote environment friendly production

      ‑ formulate and install an accounting system that would reflect income, social and 
environmental costs and benefits

      ‑ promote community intellectual property rights

4.4 Strengthen capacity of people's participation and the functions of civil society 
institutions

      ‑ promote cooperation between grass‑root organizations

      ‑ promote people's cooperatives in production and distribution

      ‑ protection of women's and children's rights

      ‑ eradication of prostitution

      ‑ enhancement of the status of young people

      ‑ openess of existing media and development of alternative madia 

      ‑ people's access to public information

      ‑ people's power of recall of public officials and governments

4.5 Enhance efforts to restore and maintain internal and external peace and divert 
resources from military to social development purposes.

4.6  Proposed action program and instrument:


Global summit of civil society institutions and leaders
A global PANCHAYAT or MUJIWARA or JIHUI (JIHUI is a Chinese term like "assembly")

The Asian consultation urged the governments of the world to declare in Copenhagen, commitments fully responsive to the hopes and aspirations of over half the planet's population and more than two thirds of its most disadvantaged segment.

But beyond Copenhagen and beyond governments, the conference concluded that it is necessary in any case for the world's civil society institutions and leaders to coalesce in a global alliance to proclaim their visions, express their fears and fashion their instruments of action.

We call, at the dawn of the XXI century, for a global peoples' summit, a JIHUI of communities, a PANCHAYAT of the planet's stakeholders. »
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	Jarlat D'Souza
	Bangladesh
	President, Coordinating Council for Humain Rights

	Hema Rairkar
	India
	Centre for Cooperative Research in Social Sciences

	Nanjundaswamy Mahanta Devaru
	India
	President, Karnataka State Farmers' Association



	Akiyashi Tagaki
	Japan
	Adviser Planing Division Chiba Prefectural Government

	Lim Hin Fui
	Malaysia
	Sociologist, Forest Research Institute

	Sixto Roxas
	Philippines
	President, Foundation for Community Organization & Management Technology

	Isagani Serrano
	Philippines
	Vice President, Philippines Rural Reconstruction Movement

	Pipob Udomittipong
	Thailand
	Coordinator, Thai Inter-Religious Commission for Development

	Bich Thuy Le Thi
	Vietnam
	Scientist-epidemiologist

	Hoa Mac Thi
	Vietnam
	

	Kin Ki Chan
	Hong Kong
	Executive Committee Member, The Conservancy Association

	Chi-Shan Fu
	Taiwan
	Deputy Secretary, New Environment Foundation

	Tuang Pik King
	China
	Shenzhen O.Y.L. Electrical CO. Ltd.

	Wang Fenyu
	China
	Director, Division for Social Development Study, National Research Center for Science & Technology for Development

	Zhong He
	China
	Chief Editor of "Tibet Tour"

	Yang Kuang
	China
	Associate Professor, Institute of Europe Studies

	Wang Yi
	China
	Associate Professor, Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences

	Wang Wei
	China
	Professor, Institute of Foreign Philosophy

	Nie Zhenwei
	China
	Assistant Professor, Research Center for Youth Education

	Chen Jiaying
	China
	Professor, Institute of Foreign Philosophy, Coordinator of the Yanjing Group
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