ALLIANCE WATER WORKSHOP FOR A RESPONSIBLE AND UNITED WORLD 
 BREAKTHROUGHS
 Using its network of friends over the five continents, relying on its stock of experiment report sheets and benefiting from the work of meetings organized in Casablanca, Penang, Teheran, Alexandria and Cochabamba, the Water Workshop sets out below several breakthroughs likely to induce strategic "leaps" and inventive "breaks" for action.
 The global hydrologic cycle illustrates the extraordinary interdependence between men, between Humanity and the Biosphere. It realizes a strong organic link between all living creatures as well as between their ecosystems: it wraps them in the life source of the Hydrosphere.
Paradoxically, since the Industrial Revolution, the blows given by Man to this primordial cycle have emphasized the unique character of the resource and the need for its global governance in the name of universal ethics of responsibility for the acid rain, abiotic lakes (without life) in Scandinavia and the far north of Canada where pollution continues in the huge groundwater reservoirs like that of Ogallala in the middle of the United States and will not go away without consultation and co-operation.
For three decades, men have progressively become aware of the unparalleled threats which hang over this resource and which are called: multifaceted pollution and invasive materialistic evolution.
From which comes the certitude which even the great captains of industry "water traders"[1] can no longer contest: water must remain a common asset of Humanity and this asset appeals to an inverse globalization that is based on unity. But, if water is an economic asset, it is, above all, a social asset. Equality of access to this common asset must be built and upheld. At the same time and without any saintliness, we conclude that water is essentially a policy problem as was strongly emphasized by our Indian friends from Ecuador at Cochabamba in June 2001.
Water and its management form a complex subject involving natural, technical, social, political and economic phenomena but the socially acceptable traditional knowledge must not be forgotten. It is based on a transverse, resolutely pluridisciplinaire point of view, and numerous studies purely technical or economic cannot suffice or exhaust the question.
The laudable objective of drinking water cannot hide the fact that, in reality when the precious liquid fails to appear, poverty rather than thirst rages- even if this lack is expressed essentially by deficiency and hunger as the production of wheat and rice, obviously, requires water. 
This leads us to the statement: a new system of irrigation must be determined in order to avoid a major crisis when confronted with soil salinization, waterlogging, siltation of the barrages and reservoirs. Moreover, an ideal level of management for the resource does not exist: they are all necessary and interdependent. 
However, effective participation (active subsidiarity to quote the Platform) and transparency must make their mark on the question of water; diversity varying with the territory and the culture. At Lille, for example, there are user committees. In the future, towns will figure amongst the biggest consumers of water. The role of women in the management of water is capital. The Dublin Conference (January 1992) previously declared that "the development and the management of a water supply must be founded on the participation of the users, the planners, and the decision-makers at all levels".
Ethics must govern all management and anything which comes into contact with water and, in this respect, an assessment independent of any influence is required if we want to inspire confidence in consumers and users.
Water can and must be a factor of reconciliation between men: the integrated approach to the catchment areas is one of its most powerful vehicles. We have seen it in the case of Mekong and encouraging signs come, in spite of it everything, from near to the valley of the Nile. At the dawn of this new millennium, we are witnessing the birth of a society economical with water, having assimilated multi-purpose. Economise water, yes; but by assuring the equitable right to a water supply. This water economic society is governed by the requirements of sustainable development which results in more well-being using less resources. Here, Science and Technology have an immense role to play, providing they come down to earth and work towards the well-being of all, far from any scientism. Education is the catalyst required for all sustainable and long lasting action concerning water.
 
Water has a strong power of mobilization: we saw it again recently, a few months ago, in Cochabamba, in Karachi (sadly tragic, for these two towns), and in Mexico. It is an excellent catalyst for the construction of a responsible, diverse and united world.
 
Such is the dream, the spreading of which is a powerful oar said the philosopher George Steiner. 
Together, we will turn it into a reality. 
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