THE WATER CAMPAIGN STRIVES TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE OF "WATER FOR ALL"
 Casablanca, 20-24 March 1996
 The Water Campaign is set up in the framework of the Alliance for a Responsible and United World [1].  The Campaign aims to develop a joint endeavor with partners from various parts of the world who are directly concerned with water issues and eager to pool their thinking about such issues within a worldwide network of economic and political actors able to define and make viable public policies for the supervision of this essential resource for life on Earth.
The question is then to mobilize the actors, and to identify experiments and problems dealing with the social supervision of water management. 
The program is still young. All people of good will are welcome to lend a hand, as water issues associate society, economy, policy, culture, and faith.  The poets as well as numerous sacred texts agree on the fact that water is the essence of Life [2].
Moreover, unlike oil, copper, or even wheat, nothing can serve as a substitute for water in most of its uses.  The huge quantities of water needed by agriculture and industry cannot be carried over excessively long distances. Fresh water is already scarce in many places in the world; hence harsh ecological degradations, serious hindrances to agriculture and industry, threats to health, and potential conflicts. 
The main goal of the program at its beginning was an exploratory survey to gain in knowledge of the water issues and to look for partners and allies.  Our first choice was the in Mediterranean, the Maghreb and the Machrek where cultures, history, faith, wars... and hopes combine and mix. Think of the rivers Tigris, Euphrates, Nile, or Jordan, or of Lake Tiberias and the Golan Heights. There are plenty of problems. But also many hopes.  We must look to the future as the Platform(l), written by the Alliance, points for instance toward the year 2000.  An Arab saying puts it like this: "For every look back, one must look twice to the future."
 Why focus on this part of the world? Think first of the Palestine-Israel conflict, of the Oslo agreement... Look to the newspapers: the French Le Monde dated 18 February 1996 wrote that, according to a World Bank study, the Arab states own 1% of the planet's water and that nine of them consume more than 100% of their renewable stock. The access to water in the Middle and Near East, already an essential strategic and geopolitical factor, is prone to more conflicts. The magazine Courrier International N° 241 (15-21 June 1995) wrote that "water is not only scarce in the Near East but the citizens of the affected countries will get less and less of it in the next few, years." 
Links have since been established with researchers, NGOs, various networks, different distinguished persons, the press, one acting minister, and a number of former government members in Bahrain, Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, and in some Asian countries.  During the first meeting convened by the Water Campaign held in Casablanca from 20 to 24 March 1996, we are pleased to have had with us Hasna Modud from Bangladesh, editor of Women for water sharing, who initiated the dialogue on the Ganges among women from Bangladesh and India, a geographer from the Universiti Sains in Penang (Malaysia), and a specialist of India's rivers... because we were eager to shed a global light on the water issues.  Can we isolate the North African case, for example, from the rest of the world? Of course not.  We must deal with the complexity of the water issues. 
Another of our goal was to monitor the media on these issues and to check their permanence and acuteness, and the questions, hopes, and concerns they raise.  A cursory glance at the press in Egypt, Tunisia, California, and France shows that water is always in the news.  Price, privatization, pollution, drought, floods, dams, and controversies on all these questions are daily matter in the media.  How should this information be managed? How can it be shared?  How, beyond the surface of the words, can we detect the strong tendencies and be quick to point to what is genuine and offer it to our allies and partners? But there are other information sources than mainstream press.  How should we deal with the specialized and academic press? How can we turn a technical paper into a reader-friendly letter? This is the challenge we strive to meet in the Tunis Network (associated with the larger DPH Network).  Still, there remains the other media... 
In fact, we have focused on the DPH, Dialogue for the Progress of Humanity, which is a gold mine of information.  How can we exploit it, how can we disseminate it, how can we share it … in the framework of the Water Campaign?
 The Campaign had tentatively raised some questions, as food for thought: preliminary thinking and shared responsibility for our Casablanca meeting.
 1- Water for all, for the poor, for the wealthy, and for the competing uses? What mediations? What international authorities? 
2- What price for water? The market, despite the prevailing liberalism, is not able to solve the key problem of this resource that anyone can appropriate and which is of collective essence.  A French researcher speaks of "the international water market" even if he is quick to add that this one has nothing to do with the oil market.
 3- How to stop (or reduce) water wastage? How to use water more efficiently? 
4- How to build alliances and partnerships to improve water management and its protection? 
5- How to spare water for future generations? How to stop pollution and degradation?
 6- How can science help in the water needs of Humankind? What are the perspectives on the edge of the twenty-first century? What does technology promise? For sustainable development? 
The Water Program celebrated in Casablanca the World Water Day on Friday 22 March.  It was the first big event for our young Program. Thus, we launched an International Steering Committee which may hopefully aid with methodology, define steps, advise, and should prepare a document for the end of the century.                                                          
Water issues such as protection, management, and consumption in the affluent North are also often found in the South in similar terms. So we need some common thinking to bring people closer instead of dividing them.  In this "finite world" of ours, as the French geneticist Albert Jacquard puts it beautifully, we have a shared responsibility, as we are embarked on the same skiff called Earth. Common Earth... United Earth... as our Alliance. 
Larbi Bouguerra
Responsible for the Water Campaign.
 
[1] For more information, you can request a copy of the Platform for a Responsible and United World, 1993, from The Foundation for the Progress of Humankind, 38 rue Saint-Sabin - 75011 Paris, France - Tel: 33 1 43 14 75 75; Fax : 33 1 43 14 75 99; E-mail: larbi@fph.fr. 
[2] One can point here to Joseph Ki-Zerbo's outstanding book, Les compagnons du Soleil, edited by FPH/UNESCO and La Découverte.  Excerpt from the Hymn to the Nile: 
"Glory to thou, Father of Life!
Secret God coming from Darkness
Thou floods the fields created by the Sun
Thou quenches the flocks' thirst
Thou waters the Earth
Heaven road, 'Thou comes from The Heights
Friend of wheat, thanks to Whom the seeds grow,
God who reveals, lights our homes!"
 
Participants from: Morocco, Tunisia, Argentina, India, Bangladesh, France, Jordan, Egypt, Malaysia, Canada, Senegal, and WHO.


