“ First Meeting of the Young Committed People  in the Building of a New Society”
Villa Constitucion , province of  Santa Fe, Argentina,
21 and 22 of  October

The “ First Meeting of the Young Committed People  in the Building of a New Society” , was set up in the Villa Constitucion city , province of  Santa Fe, Argentina, on 21 and 22 of  October 2000.

The meeting was organised by  CTERA, AMSAFE Villa Constitución and  CTA Villa Constitución, and was supported by the Alliance for a Responsible and United World. It assembled 230 young people between 16 and 28 years old from the whole country. The objective was to put forward opportunities in order to exchange experiences, debate, reflect and participate. This led to the building of alternatives against the present economical and social model, from the view of the young people.

It was carried out in workshops according to the thematics issues identified before the meeting.

Conclusions

ISSUE 1: EDUCATION

Recognising that:

   * As a result of economic politics, the function of the educational institution has changed to a vassal of society, often giving assistance out of an academic context;

   * The educational institution as a place where not only academic knowledge is transmitted, but also culture, values, principles and skills to equip oneself for life experiences;

   * The reasons for the destruction of the educational system are linked to an economical model that is unfair and excludes the disadvantaged.

Taking into account that:

   * The building of a new educational system and the perspective of a better world is up to ourselves;

   * We need to claim our rights to this future; 

We focus on the needs of :

   * To revert back to a support system the lack of support through solidarity, critical thinking and participation, with innovational projects that involves everyone, and trying to find a common goal. 

   * To look for the full meaning of education, in every sense of the word and to try find in education the space to develop our potentiality.

Starting from such ideas put forward, we believe that it necessary:
 
   * To be against privatised education, that intends to set up international economic power like the World Bank and IMF (International Monetary Fund)

   * To open the educational institution to the community, giving them tools in order to increase their participation: eg: through work with the church , neighbours etc.
 
   * To articulate our students’ organisations with other organisations and people, in order to build alternatives to face the model that we don’t want and , to start to think about the model that we do want. 

   * To build a permanent space to go deeply into the debate regarding this issue. 

   * To take part in of the meeting "Child, Youth and Education”, organised by SUTEBA-CTERA and the prefecture of Morón. It will be hold in November 2000 in order to bring  our youth perspective.


ISSUE 2: SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, PARTICIPATION AND DEMOCRACY

Taking into account that: 

   * In all Argentines provinces we identified similar youth problems related to employment and the lack of space to participate and represent ourselves.

   * We recognise the lack of faith in the youth towards the political parties and work syndicates that have not known the answers to give back to society.

   * Even tough this model excludes and leads to individualism, we recognise new channels of expression in different cultural, musical, social and solidarity spaces of participation

   * The struggle of some Argentines provinces

Starting from the analysis and debate about the present social context, we identified some common objectives and needs:

   * To encourage values like solidarity, commitment and participation starting from reality and day-by day work, through our spaces of work and activism.
 
   * To build spaces for political meetings in order to find a new model that achieves a true representation, instead of the traditional practices that reproduce the present model.

   * That these spaces break with the present social order and defend rights such as health, employment, education and housing.

The specific proposal to be achieved would be:

   * To put forward meeting spaces as discussed, allowing us to share experiences in order to improve strengthen and unify the struggle.

   * To go forward in the next meetings in order to debate about new alternatives in the field of health, education, employment and other aspects concerning society.

   * To join in the struggle, resistance and generation of alternatives to the model in order to strengthen communication, create debate, as well as local and global action.

   * To out into practice concrete action in order to bring young people forward as promoters of change.

We concluded:

We young people must make the effort in the building of a new thinking from either that place that believed suitable or that which has been committed to.

One of the points is to make concrete actions that permit us to say, in the new future, that all youth without political, cultural racism will enjoy the historical moment that we are living now, with the intent to change and reconstruct lost values.

It’s not the new society that will create new men and women, but new men and women who will form the new society. The change is up to us.


ISSUE 3: ALTERNATIVES FOR DEVELOPMENT

Taking into account the facts put forward by the youth from different Argentines provinces, we propose the following objectives:

   * To achieve, create and strengthen a critical awareness towards a transformation of the social frame.

   * To create incentive and promote interaction between different principal sectors towards a transformation of the social frame.

   * That all activities have as a central core a sense of respect and solidarity.

The objectives can be developed through the following proposals:
 
   * To achieve interaction between all youth sectors to create communication networks utilising all available resources

   * To generate spaces can be utilised in order to create an in-depth analysis of the economical, social, political reality and to put forward effective alternatives

   * To create spaces of solidarity.

   * To request that organisations that today bring us together (CTERA, CTA de
     Villa Constitución) the necessary support in order to be able to maintain these spaces and the carrying out of new meetings. 
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