Draft Charter of Respolis 

RESPOLIS (Responsibility in Politics) wants to be a platform where people from around the world can exchange on experiences and thoughts with the purpose of reinventing politics and democracy, and adapt them to the 21century human and ecological needs. Participants are simple citizens, who believe that fundamental changes are necessary in their country and abroad, and who want to become protagonists of an ethical-based "glocalization" of politics.

This is a first version for a Charter of Principles to be used by Respolis. If you want to participate in this initiative, please visit the link shown at the end of this document. 

STATEMENTS 

1. Politics can be defined as the art of governing and taking decisions. It is the sphere of human organization concerning administration of the collective affairs.

2. The purpose of all responsible ways of organizing politics is to put the administration at the service of their members' needs.

3. The main political models running modern societies like the liberal representative democracies, or the socialist regimes, have guaranteed during the last two centuries a superficial social cohesion in face of a disordered technological and economic development. However, they haven't been able to make politics more responsible, that is to say to achieve a true efficiency in the administration of the collective affairs from the perspective of satisfying human needs and natural equilibrium.

4. In other words, politics has been unable to solve the main social problems like misery, inequalities, injustice, wars, environmental destruction, rights violations, surplus of consumerism and competitiveness.

5. The history of the last two centuries shows how representative democracy has been insufficient when trying to exercise a full political responsibility, (as well as it has been socialist and militarist regimes). This is due to a structural insufficiency, which exists beyond of the inability or lack of will, from representatives, governments or parties, and beyond the local context of a given country.

6. On the other hand the shaking rhythm of globalization has accelerated the imbalances between people, between societies, and between human race and the nature, It has also modified the way of communicating. In such a new scenario, many basic assumptions are no valid any more and new responses are urgently required.

7. Nowadays there are more and more people better qualified than in the past, especially thanks to the spread of universal education, to manage the social problems. Nevertheless, the humanity is placed between the devil of acting urgently for solving more and more critical situations, and the deep sea of lacking an appropriate political model to develop all its potentiality.

8. For this reason the political rules of the game, from local to global, needs to be reinvented, by giving a major role to responsibility. In other words, politics should change in order to become efficient from the perspective of contributing to the human development goals and those of life in general.

According to all these points, the Respolis platform has elaborated the following principles for action in an agenda dedicated to the development of the political responsibility:


PRINCIPLES 

Preliminary strategic principle

0. To progress towards more participation and more political quality, starting from the diverse political realities of each country, territory or human community. Accordingly, to give as much importance to the route as to the final destination, and therefore, to support projects focusing on intermediate objectives, as well as on goals which are suitable for a given area or region although inappropriate or obsolete elsewhere. To keep in mind this strategic principle in order to achieve gradual improvements on the items described under this paragraph, instead of a thoughtless defence of any one of them, as a whole.

Principles of Politics in General

1. To promote the right of a plural and human citizenship, not related to a given national identity, and guaranteed without distinction of any kind, to all the human beings.

2. To subordinate the rules of the political administration, to the universal ethics of responsibility.

3. To help to define politics as the place where decisions are taken concerning the features and limits of economy. In this way, the current situation, in which the market laws defines the features and limits of politics, will be reverted.

4. To work in order that politics control flows among societies, and between them and the biosphere.

5. To work in order to design systems matching the pursued objectives.

6. To work in order that politics will ensure short-term stability and will prepare long-term evolution.

Principles of Responsability and Organization in Politics

7. To work (by means of the education, the culture, the media, etc.) in order that responsibility in politics becomes a matter of the citizens and not of some few savants called politicians. To organize cooperation and synergy among actors, in politics.

8. To promote interconnected institutional loyalties based on unity and on the safeguard of all responsible diversities. To promote also the duty of reciprocal public cooperation in equality of conditions and in agreement with the people's demands, instead of the loyalty to the "reason of state", the exclusive identities, and the competitive and warlike attitudes.

9. As a consequence of the above-mentioned, to promote regular co-responsibility among public institutions from different levels and areas of government and administration, in order to network them from local to global.

10. To work (by means of the education, the culture, the media, the law, etc.) in order that representation becomes a tool to the service of the represented community and not a privilege to the service of anyone else. In that sense, in places where the representation mechanisms and the participatory mechanisms will coexist in one proportion or another, they should work by complementing one each other and not separately.

11. To imagine and draw a transition from the current political models (representative democracy and others) toward more or even fully participatory models, regardless of their other features, depending on each society or country.

12. To promote an integral model for defining and managing the life cycle of public policies, that is, their conception, elaboration, setting up, supervising and evaluation. In the same way, to progress towards fully citizen participation in the mentioned stages, especially conception, supervising and evaluation.

13. Regarding the promotion of a culture of participation, to give worth and priority, on a regular basis, (by means of the education, the culture, the means, the laws, etc.) to all type of social process of development of the collective intelligence, in politics and in the other human dimensions.

14. At the same time, to help building a participatory society through promoting reciprocal communication processes between citizenship and political delegates or representatives, so that bottom-up decisions and top-down results will link unendingly one another. In other words, to convert representatives into facilitators of participative processes and into executors of the collective decisions.
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