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4. An extended definition of war
 
Our approach to war must encompass all systematic forms of violence and the way these forms develop and reside in societies, finding their cultural roots in a patriarchal order that glorifies the use of domination and constraint as a means of assertion. 
The first conclusion we agreed on in our exchanges during the workshop in Netherlands was the necessity to expand the definition of war far beyond the limits of armed conflict.
Angel Cassidy (SAGE - Standing against global Exploitation), USA, spoke about the definition of prostitution as a war (with the body as battleground), to the extent that it forces women into situations of violence na drelentless exploitation against their will. We have noted the many parallels that exist between war as "armed conflict" and the violence caused by prostitution: For instance, findings of research studies that a majority of sex-workers suffer from similar post-traumatic stress syndromes observed in veterans of armed conflict; the violent desire to dominate as a common source of aggression in armed conflict as well as in prostitution; and the big profits involved both in the business of armed conflict and the business of prostitution.
She explained the founding of SAGE by ex-prostitutes for two purposes: To offer health-related, psychological, social and legal support to women who wanted to quit prostitution and the related problems of drug addiction and alcoholism; and to offer a consciousness-raising seminar to men arrested for soliciting prostitution (an illegal practice in the USA). The SAGE seminar, known as "the school for John’s", provides an alternative to legal persecution and aims to prevent men from committing the same offense by raising their awareness of the violence and the exploitation survived by prostitutes. The seminar which is conducted by ex-prostitutes started as a pilot attempt in San Francisco and has set an example which is followed by other states in the USA. Results are extremely satisfactory, but unfortunately very insufficient regarding the importance of prostitution.
During the debate that followed the presentations in the Hague Conference session, a participant commented on Angel’s presentation making the parallel between violence and patriarchy: He stated that men are brought up to be misogynists and hence they tend to violence and develop the aggressive instincts to dominate. How does "the school for johns" deter men from committing the same offense again? Angel responded that the most effective part of their seminar is the communication by the ex-prostitutes of the pain that they suffered in working as prostitutes. Another participant commented that this is the power of non-violence, that through peaceful communication, the two sides see each other for the first time as human beings.
Starting from the experiences of the Association of Women against the Mafia in Italy (see sheet n°5), we have acknowledged the systematic violence that is fostered by "organized crime" (the so-called mafia) also as a form of war. We have noted that such "organized crime" (mafia) groups are increasingly becoming a source of lawlessness, human rights violations and violence in many countries around the world, and there are many instances, such as in Georgia or in Turkey, where organized crime has developed organic links to armed conflict.
The Association of Women Against the Mafia was set up following the assassination of two judges who were spearheading the legal persecution of mafia leaders. Women have started organizing first in Palermo where the second assassination had taken place. They have made peaceful demonstrations by hanging sheets outside of their windows with slogans of protest against mafia violence and calling public meetings. This was the first time that the silent consensus around organized crime, a long-standing problem in Italy, was broken, and the explicit expression by women of their protest against organized crime has encouraged other civil society groups to join in on the wave of protests. This lead to the formation of a country-wide alliance of civil groups and community organizations. They lobbied the government to pass a law that requires the allocation of resources confiscated from the captured Mafia leaders towards social causes. The Association has also started an initiative for integration of anti-violence, anti-organized crime training into school curriculum.
Ultimate example, the action of women in Colombia (related by Andrée Michel - see sheet n°6), linked with a feminist reflection, came to reinforce, if needed, our definition of war. For us as for them, there is no opposition between the private violences they encounter in their families and armed groups violences. The roots of these violences is the patriarchal society where men are educated to a virility synonymous of violence and women to submissiveness.
In the same way as this extended definition of the war, we defined peace not only as "cease-fire", but as "absence of violence, establishment of the social justice and equality". Coexistence implies respect of the other and a balance between the two parts. During the workshop in Amsterdam, the testimony of Palestinians living in Israel challenged us to this topic: even though they are positive citizens, inequality of treatment (soldiery controls, use of only one language in institutions, etc.) is omnipresent. Following this testimony, the debate on non-violence was billowy. The Palestinian, Sahraoui and Algerian cases put back to the agenda the question of the necessity of the violence to have its cause acknowledged, or in case of legitimate defense. How can one be nonviolent when one is either intimidated or physically menaced? The question of coexistence between two populations inside a country, one dominating the other, and of means to make this domination cease, lead automatically to the question of coexistence between men and women, and of means to make the masculine domination cease... The time didn't allow us to go very deep into this question, and a decision was taken to continue the debate from afar inside the network. A consensus was reached however on the idea that a real peace cannot be given without the implementation pacific means from the both sides.
 
Sources: Report of the workshop in Amsterdam, and report of the Hague confernece session. 


