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3. When women invent non-violent ways to deal with conflicts
Report of the Hague Session
 
By presenting their conclusions at the Hague conference, the participants tried to introduce a wider horizon to preventing and solving conflicts. Their experiences and successes illustrate how peace building, to be efficient, must also deal with social behavior that favors resorting to violence. 
During the workshop, each participant has described the conflict situation in their country, and shared their individual and group experiences of how they dealt with the conflict and their initiatives towards a resolution of the conflict and towards peace building. By the end of the third day of the workshop we had reached two main conclusions as a group. First, we have expanded the definition of "war" beyond one that is limited to armed conflict. Our second common conclusion as a group was the success of women’s creative strategies of non-violence as a way to resolve conflicts.
Nadia Laila Aissaoui opened the session by speaking about the origin of the idea by the Alliance for a Responsible, Plural and United World to organize a session on "women and peace" at the Hague Conference. Continuing on the introduction, Ipek Ilkkaracan has explained the background of the collaboration between the Alliance for a Responsible and United World and Women for Women’s Human Rights (WWHR), an NGO based in Turkey. She explained WWHR’s recent experiences in peace activism. WWHR had originally booked the workshop space for sharing the experiences of the WINPEACE Network, but given the difficulties in this work they decided to share the space with the Alliance which was organizing a preparatory women and peace workshop in Amsterdam leading up to the Hague Appeal. Ipek commented that participating in this preparatory workshop had been an inspiring experience since it brought together a number of success stories. Before going onto the presenters, the moderators introduced all the 17 women who had participated in the preparatory workshop in Amsterdam. It was explained that the group selected only four presenters for the session at the Hague given the limitations of time. The criteria used by the group in choosing the presentations was to reflect the expanded definition of war and also to reflect the diversity of the regions and the creative peace strategies developed by various groups.
Presentations were made in the following order :
	Angel Cassidy, Standing Against Global Exploitation (SAGE), USA, made a presentation on the definition of prostitution as war.

Christina Calvanelli (Italy) has presented on behalf of Rita Borselino from the Association of Women Against the Mafia in Italy (Rita Borselino had to leave after the Amsterdam workshop due to prior commitments at home.) (see sheet n°5)
Rena Tagirova of Helsinki Citizens Assembly, Azerbaijan spoke about the armed conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia over the seperatist movement in Nagorno-Karabakh.(see sheet n°15)
	The last presenter, Marie Louise Sibazuri of the Association of Women for Peace in Burundi explained the situation of the armed conflict between the two ethnic tribes of the Hutu and the Tutsi in Burundi which has lead to a substantial number of internally displaced people.(see sheet n°16)
Following these four presentations there was a short question-answer session. One participant commented on the expanded definition of war suggested by the session, saying that she appreciated this perspective which goes beyond one of armed conflict; she emphasized the importance of defining any systematic form of violence as a type of war that needs to be prevented. She mentioned a point from Angel Cassidy’s presentation where Angel was motivated to start with SAGE the last time she had a life threatening experience as a prostitute and she was imprisoned with another ex-prostitute who has become a source of strength and inspiration for her. The participant posed the question of what motivated the other presenters to take the first step towards peace. Marie-Louise from Burundi said that once she escaped a situation of death very closely during the armed conflict. And she felt that there had to be a reason for it, which she said became her active involvement in peace building. Caroline Brac answered on behalf of Rita Borselino from Italy saying that for Rita it was the assassination of the judge by the mafia; the judge was Rita’s brother and she felt that a peaceful fight against the mafia was the only way she could make the memory of her brother live on. For Rena from Azerbaijan, the initiative came through again a painful experience of the loss of a close Azeri friend in the war.
A final comment was on the importance of two-way dialogue and open communication in resolving conflicts. The breakdown of communication leads to conflict, she said; and one needs to favor negotiational, open communication over defensive, dispositional communication to open the way for peaceful dialogue.
The session was organized under the Hague agenda point "Prevention, Resolution and Transformation of Violent Conflict." The session reached the conclusion that a gendered analysis of the root causes of war is essential as the phenomenon of violence has organic links to patriarchal organization of society which fosters the tendency to dominate and the aggressive fight for power. The main recommendations correspond to the workshop conclusions : identification of ties between patriarchy, inequality of sexes and violence, necessity to valorize the local initiatives of women in the resolution of conflicts, education to peace. 
 
Source: The Hague Appeal Session Report, "When women invent non-violent ways to deal with conflicts" (compte-rendu de session). The complete report is available in english (see the presentation).


