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Presentation   
This file was written on the occasion of the participation of the "Yin Yang" (masculine-feminine) working group of an Alliance for a Responsible and United World at the Hague Conference from May 11th to 15th in response to the call of a hundred organizations representing civil society to commemorate the centenary of the first international peace conference, organized by Czar Nicholas II of Russia and the Queen of the Netherlands, and launch a detailed international action plan for the coming decades. This resulted in the Hague Agenda for Peace and Justice for the 21st Century in the areas of conflict prevention, the effective application of human rights, disarmament, maintaining peace, and the treatment of the fundamental causes of violence.
Several women involved in peace movements were invited to Amsterdam to work together for three days just before the conference. This preparatory workshop grouped seventeen women from different countries (Burundi, the United States, Italy, Philippines, Algeria, France, Turkey, Sudan, Palestine, Western Sahara, India, Georgia, Azerbaidjan, Afghanistan). Three of them, (Algeria, Philippines and India) were unable to attend the workshop due to difficulties in obtaining visas. Following this workshop, the participants organized a session at the Hague on May 13th during which they presented the network they had set up and the conclusion of their collective work.
To prepare this workshop, an initial collection of files on different experiences of women acting for peace, taken from the DHP (Dialogs for Human Progress) database, was distributed to all the participants. It entailed, by putting forward the experiences of each person, collective consideration on the specific contribution of women to prevent and solve conflicts, thereby widening the scope to questioning the importance of gender difference in the organization of our societies, on the material level and on that of mentalities, and on the essential place of women in any process of social evolution and transformation.
Besides this work on women and peace, the Alliance working groups also contributed to the conference on the subjects of religions, drugs and the conversion of arms industries, with the support of the Charles Léopold Mayer Foundation for the Progress of Humankind (FPH).
In addition to the first experience sheets, this dossier covers the reports on the work done in the Netherlands as well as a certain number of texts written by the participants in the framework of this meeting. These texts can be obtained by contacting Nadia Aissaoui or Olivier Petitjean.
Nadia Leïla AISSAOUI
Centre pour l'innovation sociale, Patronat Flor de maig
Apartat 145
08290 Cerdanyola, SPAIN
Phone: 34-935 866017. Fax: 34-935 866001
E-mail: nadialeila@hotmail.com" nadialeila@hotmail.com ; nadia@alliance21.org
Olivier PETITJEAN
Fondation Charles Léopold Mayer (FPH)
38, rue Saint SABIN 75011 Paris, FRANCE
Phone: 33-(0)1 43 14 75 75. Fax: 33-(0)1 43 14 75 99.
E-mail: olivier@fph.fr
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1 - Women and peace: what could be the contribution of the Yin Yang working group to the Hague conference?
The perception of the way in which male-female relations are expressed in the social order (and how they make it change) is an essential dimension of the analysis of the conditions that permit violence to occur in collective and systematic forms. Moreover, no approach to solving conflicts can ignore the experiences and strategies of women in this area.
2 - Women and peace: report on the preparatory workshop
The participants gathered at Amsterdam agreed on the need to extend the definition of war to other forms of violence that affect society, and to assert that women have a permanent role to play in this area, by publicly expressing ideas and attitudes capable of preventing social relations from giving in to this logic of domination and constraint.
3 - When women invent non-violent means to deal with conflicts. Report of the Hague session
By presenting their conclusions at the Hague conference, the participants tried to introduce a wider horizon to preventing and solving conflicts. Their experiences and successes illustrate how peace building, to be efficient, must also deal with social behavior that favors resorting to violence.
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First part: a wide definition of war
4 - A wide definition of war
Our approach to war must encompass all systematic forms of violence and the way these forms develop and reside in societies, finding their cultural roots in a patriarchal order that glorifies the use of domination and constraint as a means of assertion.
5 - Italian women against the Mafia
Since the beginning of the nineties, women have been involved in combating the culture of fear and silence on which the Mafia bases its power. They promoted setting up an alliance of organizations throughout Italy to refuse the straightjacket imposed on society by Mafia practices, and they especially promote the teaching of non-violence and respect of legality in schools.
6 - Colombian feminists and the fight against violence
To fight against the reign of death in Colombia, which touches every sphere of civil life, militant feminists insist on the link between armed violence and the daily violence aimed at women, and carry out symbolic actions to highlight and transform the patriarchal order at the root of this warlike spirit.
7 - Mothers around the world unite to defend justice
Groups of mothers from around the world whose commitment to peace often finds its source in the loss of a child or a loved one, agree to assert that their refusal of violence cannot be separated from a commitment for social justice.
8 - The mothers of the Plaza de Mayo in Argentina
By widening their protest against the arbitrary behavior of the Argentine dictatorship to the defense of moral principles and respect of life against all forms of injustice, the mothers of May Square have been able to weave links all over the world and diversify their methods of action and intervention, especially in the area of education and peace.
9 - The association of Spanish mothers of conscientious objectors and deserters
The Spanish mothers of conscientious objectors and deserters fight alongside their sons so that their refusal to join the army is heard everywhere as a refusal to accept the military-industrial policies of governments, and by consequence the preponderance of the logic of domination at every level.
10 - In Russia, the committee of soldiers' mothers has become a link in civil society that can no longer be muffled
The committee of soldiers' mothers, founded to protest against living conditions in the army, has been able to make itself heard by the authorities and media. In spite of the resurgence of militarism after the collapse of the Soviet Union, they have been a focal point in the fight against the war in Chechnya, by going to look for young conscripts on the battlefield and by collaborating with women on the other side.
11 - The Corsican women's manifesto for life
Faced with rising violence by armed groups and the negligence of the public authorities, which threaten to push back the whole of Corsican society into the past, the "anonymous" women's movement has launched an appeal to stop the spiral of terror by calling for a modern and calm public life based on justice and transparency.
12 - Women in black: "we are still in the streets of Belgrade"
The women in black of Belgrade are still seeking, after the Dayton agreement, to transform the cease-fire into a sustainable peace, by forming links with other women of the former Yugoslav republics and by providing their support to all forms of resistance to militarism and warlike logic.
13 - Women in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
The effort of women to influence the evolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has come up against, on the one hand, their inability to form relations between them that differ from those that predominate among men, and on the other, the patriarchal nature of Palestinian society, which impedes any initiative and cooperation between women based on new foundations.
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Part two: creative and non-violent peace strategies
14 - Creative and non-violent peace strategies
The initiatives of women in conflict situations have often met with success insofar as they succeed thanks to the symbolic force of their actions; they substitute the logic of confrontation with dialog, uncouple the processes of violence and thus build a foundation for sustainable peace.
15 - Building peace between Azerbaijan and Armenia
Any long term peace strategy must start by eliminating the factors of war that remain in people's spirits by bringing to the fore values found in particular among women and the young.
16 - Experience of a conflict situation in Burundi
By attempting to defuse the polarization of the entire population of Burundi into two opposing camps, groups of women and artists have devoted themselves to maintaining and restoring possibilities of communication and mutual recognition in the midst of armed conflict.
17 - Art and culture as peace builders
By transforming individual behaviors, unhindered art and culture form an essential dimension for building a just and sustainable peace. Similarly, the participation of women in public life contributes new ways of doing things in a political world regulated at best by the male value system, and at worst by military methods, as in the Philippines.
18 - Israeli-Palestinian peace also requires deconstructing the myth of the "enemy"
To avoid a settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by separation, it is vital that all those who work to build peace take inspiration from the experiences and relations formed between groups of women, acting to strengthen cooperation and interaction between the two peoples.
19 - Drawing in Gaza
In a refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, drawing has not only revealed itself to be an efficient method of social integration and pacification for children made insecure by constant violence, it is also useful for their mothers.
20 - The Arab women's peace ship: an experience to impose the will of women for peace on men who want war
Before the Gulf War broke out, women from the Middle East, accompanied by several western and Japanese women, chartered a ship to supply milk and flour as a symbolic protest against military logic and the embargo hitting the civilian population of Iraq. Throughout all the incidents of this voyage, together they displayed the same moral qualities that they wanted to see employed in order to solve the crisis.
21 - The indian women of Guatemala organize the struggle
Since the peace agreement in Guatemala, Indian women are at the forefront of the combat to gain reparation for the violence and repression of the civil war, and they are attempting to promote political participation for women and social recognition for the Mayan people.
22 - The fabric of Rwandan organizations after the civil war of April 1994: Women's NGOs
In Rwanda, a large number of women's organizations took on the task of repairing the sequels of the war of April 1994, on both material and psychological levels. Those targeted first are often women and children, who form the support vital to any social reconstruction.
23 - The Zagreb center for women war victims
The center for women war victims is attempting to set up the conditions for peace among Croatian and Bosnian women and refugees by devoting itself to the reparation (medical, legal, etc.) of the traumas left by the conflict.
24 - Women's courts in Asia
In Southeast Asia, women are trying to make public opinion aware of the specific violence to which they are victims, whether during a situation of war or "peace", by gathering and diffusing testimonies, and by carrying out strong symbolic actions to highlight the lack of justice in this area.
25 - Developing non-violent campaigns
Promoting non-violent forms of action, an increasingly urgent need in the present world context, involves reconsidering in-depth all the features and modes of our behavior and actions in the public arena.
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Part three: appendices
26 - No to ethnic cleansing, no to bombing.
Women's call on the former Yugoslavia to the Hague Appeal for Peace
The occasion of the Hague conference, during which war raged in former Yugoslavia, gave an opportunity for women's networks to diffuse this appeal, likening NATO's reaction against the Serb's in Kosovo to the atrocities perpetrated by their government, and insisting on the role of civil society, particularly women and international institutions, in building sustainable peace in the Balkans.
27 - Prepare peace
Beyond the mythology that shows women to be by nature opposed to violence, it appears that it is often them who are at the forefront of peace movements. With the values that they put forward in these circumstances, they are often bringer, at a well larger level than just armed conflicts, of an opportunity for renewal in social life.



